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engaged in farming during the remainder of his life, dying in 1878. His wife had passed away
in 1873. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson became the parents of six children: Edward, who died in 1890;
Tilda, who passed away in 1896; Anton, whose death occurred in November, 1911; Oscar,
aged nineteen; Clarence, aged sixteen; and Ernest, aged twelve.

Air. Johnson is a member of the Lutheran church and he gives his political allegiance to
the republican party. He is a stockholder in the Norwegian Mutual Insurance Company and
the Farmers Hog Buying Company of Decorah and in that city is recognized as a farsighted,
able and discriminating business man as he is known throughout the township as an

enterprising and progressive farmer.

FRANK SVESTKA.

Frank Svestka, well known throughout Jackson township as a progressive and prosperous
farmer, and closely identified with mercantile interests of Jackson Junction as the proprietor
of a fine general store, is a native of Bohemia, born November 24, 1865. His parents, Jacob
and Mary (Kalishek) Svestka were also born in that country and came to America in 1869,
locating immediately in Winneshiek county, Towa, where they resided for seven years. At
the end of that time they removed into Howard county, lowa, where they now make their
home, the father having retired from active life. To their union were born twelve children,
two of whom have passed away. The others are: Frank, of this review ; Emma, who became
the wife of Mr. Yalvoda of Howard county ; Louis and Joseph, also of Howard county;
Annie, who married H. Lukes of Winneshiek county: James, who makes his home in North
Dakota; Carrie, the wife of Joseph Marovetz of Howard county; Louisa, who married Frank
Pecinovsky, also of Howard county; John, who is operating the family homestead in that
county; and Rosie, the wife of Joseph Andera of North Dakota.

Frank Svestka was only four years of age when he was brought to America by his parents
and upon his father's farm in Winneshiek county he spent his early childhood, later moving
with the family to Howard county. He acquired a district-school education and early became
familiar with all the details of farm operation, gaining much practical experience along this
line by assisting his father in the fields. When he began his independent career at the age of
twenty-five he naturally turned his attention to the occupation in which he has been reared,
buying land in Winneshiek county near Jackson Junction. To this he added from time to
time, finally owning two hundred and forty acres on which he carried on general farming
and stock-raising, success steadily attending his well directed industry. Of late years he has
disposed of the great portion of this property, holding eighty acres which by able
management and practical methods he has made one of the finest agricultural properties in
the locality. Mr. Svestka does not live upon his farm, but has moved into the village of
Jackson Junction where he is conducting an excellent general store. He has there built up
an extensive and representative patronage and this is accorded him in recognition of his fine
stock of goods, his upright and honorable business dealings and his earnest desire to please
his patrons.  In addition to this he was connected



